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B. The Frequency and Nature of L_ost-Time
B njuries in Florida

W Casecounts: For injury yearswith mature
data, the number of reported lost-time claimshasde-
creased with each successiveyear, falling by almost
18% between 1990, at 96,533, and 1996, at 79,568.
The steep pattern of declinein thelate 1980s contin-
ued between injury year 1990 and 1991—when the
number of claimsfell by morethan 9,000—and then
decelerated, reaching aplateau of nearly 80,000 be-
ginningin 1995. Breakingthispatterndightly, thepre-
[iminary injury count for 1997 showsamarginal in-
crease over both 1995 and 1996, and thisnumber is
certain to increase asthe datamature over the next
year. Inthenineyearssincethefirst publication of this
report, thisisthefirst shift observedinthe consi stent
trend of declineinthenumber of logt-timeclamssince
thelate 1980s. Thenotabledropinclaimsfor 1998
(74,569) and 1999 (66,331) isdue partly toincom-
plete reporting for more recent yearsthat is charac-
teristic of workers' compensation claims data; how-
ever, the claimscount isnoticeably lower than com-
parable countsfor 1997 and 1998 in last year’sre-
port because of extensive system modificationsthat
required the claimsdatabaseto be*“frozen” over three
monthsearlier than usudl.

W Casedtatus. The percentagesof openand
closed cases show adefinitetime-related pattern that
isespecialy pronounced for thelast four injury years.
Asmight be expected, themorerecent theinjury year,
the higher the percentage of open cases. For cases
not missing data, nearly 98% having 1990-1994 inju-
rieswere closed asof March 20, 2000. Onceagain,
preliminary dataarekeenly impacted by theearly freez-

ing of claimsdatathisyear, asseeninthehigh counts
of missing datafor thetwo most recent yearsand the
lower percentages of closed cases compared to pre-
liminary datain previousreports. A concerted effort
was made in 1999 to close out cases with dates of
injury in 1992 or earlier, asshown by thedeclineinthe
number of injurieswith missing case statusprior to
1993.

W Disability type: Disability typelikewise
shows adependency on thetimefrominjury. The
large percentage of Lost Time, No Indemnity Recorded
(the “not elsewhere classified” category) for 1999
(40%) clearly reflectshighly incomplete datafor clas-
sfying disability type. Temporary Partial hascontin-
ued to grow as a percentage of all claims over the
decade, perhapsreflecting effortsof employersto pro-
vide part-timeor light duty work for injured employ-
ees. For 1990injuries, just 1,351 cases(1.4%) com-
prised this category; by 1996, the number of cases
climbed to 8,315 (10.5%). The Temporary Partial
percentagesfor 1997-1999, hovering between 12-
13%, will likely moderate somewhat with time, dthough
thisdisability typeislessaffected than othersby in-
creased datamaturity. Temporary Total remainsthe
largest singledisability type, despiteannual declines
fromapeak of 64,891 cases(67.2%) with 1990 inju-
riesto 36,095 cases (45.4%) with 1996 injuries. As
acomposite, temporary disability cases numbered
502,718 from 1990-1999, or 61.5% of all 817,136
lost-time cases. Following a10.5-percentage-point
drop resulting from changesintheduration of digibil-
ity mandated inthe 1993 reforms, Temporary Total
hasremainedfairly stableasjust lessthan half of all
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post-reform claims. Additiona claimswill likely be
reclassifiedinto thiscategory from Temporary Partia
and Lost Time, No Indemnity Recorded, but many
cdamscurrently dassfied asTemporary Totd will likely
end up asImpairment Incomeor, to alesser extent,
Supplementa Incomeor Permanent Total. Logt-time
clamstypically take monthsor yearsbefore adeter-
mination of permanent disability can be made ensuant
upon theinjured worker’shaving reached maximum
medical improvement, so the percentagesof Perma-
nent Partial and Permanent Tota casesfor yearswith
immature datawill increasewith time. The post-re-
form Impairment Income category capturesboth cases
that would have qudified for wageloss benefits, plus
otherswith permanent impai rmentsthat would not have
qualified for wagelossbenefits. With 101,667 cases
snceitsinceptionin 1994, thiscategory isontheverge
of ranking second in both the number and percentage
(12.4%) of casesover thefull decade. Pre-reform
and post-reform permanent partial cases numbered
154,413, or 18.9% of al lost-time casesfrom 1990-
1999. For severe injuries, Permanent Total cases
declined by roughly half betweenahigh of 1,810for
1990 and alow of 956 for 1996, representing just
1.3% of lost-time cases over the ten-year period,;
workplaceinjuriesresultingin death haveremained a
stable.4% of dl cases. A classification of Settled, No
Indemnity Recorded (3.9% for 1998) indicatesacase
whereajudge’ s settlement order wasreceived ona
casefor whichthedisahility type cannot be otherwise
determined. Judges ordersarefrequently not signed
until severa yearsafter theinjury, sotheproportionin
thiscategory will alsoincrease with additional data
meaturity.

W Florida county: 1999 injury rates by
county showed similaritiesto thosefor earlier years.
Thetopten countieshadinjury ratesof 1.37% or more;
rateswere 0.65% or lessfor the ten lowest-ranked
counties. Among those countieswith cons stently high
injury rates over the past two years are Collier,
DeSoto, Hamilton, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands,
Marion, Taylor, and Union. Countieswith consistently
low ratesinclude Clay, Leon, Pasco, Pinellas, Santa

Rosa, Seminole, and Wakulla. Thehighestinjury rate
for 1999 was2.21% for DeSoto County, and Wakulla
County’s.4% wasthelowest.

W |ndustry divison: Except for Mining, which
displaysvolatileinjury rates because of itssmall em-
ployment base, al mgor industriesposted fairly con-
sistent year-to-year declinesininjury ratesfrom 1990
t01999. Construction had the highestinjury ratesfor
each of theten years, although its 1998 (2.4%) and
1999 (1.98%) rates were about half thosefor 1990
(4.66%) and 1991 (4.07%). Other relatively hazard-
ousindustriesinclude Agriculture, Forestry, & Fish-
ing, and Transportation & Public Utilities. Finance,
Insurance, & Real Estate had thelowest injury rate
eachyear. Like Construction, Wholesaleand Retall
Tradereported 1999 injury rateslessthan half those
of 1990. The 1999 ratefor Finance, Insurance, and
Real Estate (0.33%) waslessthan one-third the 1990
rate (1.22%).

B Gender: Thegender distribution of 1999
injurieswassimilar tothat of the previoussevenyears,
with femal es accounting for approximately athird of
al lost-timeclaims. Judging by the consistent distri-
bution over nine of thelast ten years, itislikely that
most of the missing datafor 1990 should have been
coded asfemale.

B Age: Claimant age has shown a slow,
steady increasefrom 1990to 1999. For each of the
tenyears, thelargest group of claimantswasintheir
30s. For thefirgt fiveyearsof thisperiod, the number
of claimantsintheir 20s exceeded thoseintheir 40s,
but thisisnolonger the case. Each of thefour oldest
agegroupshasgradudly increased asapercentage of
al logt-timeclaimsover theten-year period. Claim-
ants aged 40 and ol der accounted for 32.3% of the
total in 1990, compared to 47%in 1999. Thisisaso
shownintheincreasein median age, which hasin-
creased by approximately six monthsfor each suc-
cessiveinjury year, from35in 1990t0 39in 1999.

W |njured body part: Theback wasthe most

Page 2



Florida Workers'
Compensation

Chapter 1

—requency and Nature of B njuries

frequently injured body part for injuriesfrom 1990
through 1993, withinjuriesto thelower extremities
the second most common. Beginningin 1994, injuries
to the upper extremities became the most common,
followed again by injuriestothelower extremitiesfor
every year except 1994 itself. Together thesethree
body | ocations have consi stently accounted for ap-
proximately 70% of lost-timeclaimseach year.

W Causeofinjury: Sprainor Strain hasbeen
themost frequent cause of injury, accounting for more
thanathird of all injuriesin each year of the 1990s.
Second-ranked in each year wasFall or Slip Injury,
comprising about one-fourth of al injuriesover the
entireperiod. Thirdwas Struck or Injured By, which
accounted for morethan ten percent of injuriesineach
yedr.

W Nature of injury: Comprising 42.4% of
casesfor combinedinjury years 1990-1999, Sprain/
Strain wasthemost frequent nature of injury for every
year except 1991. Cons stently placing second—first

in 1991—wasthe Other Leading Injuries category
(22.8% over thedecade), whichincludesanginapec-
toris, agphyxiation, enucleation, foreign body, freez-
ing, inflammeation, rupture severance, and vascular loss.
Theonly other natureof injury to cong stently account
for morethan ten percent of injurieswas Contusion.

N Permanent impairment rating: A per-
manent impairment rating isrequired asacondition of
eigibility for adl Permanent Partid benefits, pre-reform
(Wage L oss Only, Permanent Impairment Only, and
WageL ossand Permanent Impairment) aswell aspost-
reform (Impairment Income and Supplemental In-
come). Depending on case devel opment, Permanent
Total and Death casesmay a so haveimpairment rat-
ings. Withtheexception of Supplementa Incomeben-
efits, whose requirementsinclude animpairment rat-
ing of 20% or more, the most frequent impairment
rating fallsin the 1-10% range, though theinordinate
amount of missing datahinders definitive character-
ization of impairment ratings.
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[iFigure 1.T:jj

Total Lost-Time Cases by Injury Year (1990-1999)
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*Preliminary reporting
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation ClaimsFile as of March 20, 2000

| Table 1.1 |
Open and Closed Lost-Time Cases by Injury Year (1990-1999)

Year of| Open Percent Closed Percent | Missing [ TOTAL
Injury Cases of Total Cases of Total Data
1990 1,486 17% 85,416 98.3% 9,631 96,533
1991 1479 1.9% 75,728 98.1% | 10,190 87,397
1992 1477 2.0% 73,483 98.0% | 10,788 85,748
1993 1,829 2.8% 64,107 97.2% | 18,684 84,620
194 2,645 4.0% 62,896 9%.0% | 17,204 82,745
1995 4,073 6.5% 58,666 935% | 16,988 79,727
1996 7,629 12.5% 53,510 87.5% | 18429 79,568
1997+ 15,272 24.4% 47,233 75.6% | 17,393 79,898
1998* 19,854 36.5% 34,546 63.5% | 20,169 74,569
1999 25,058 59.8% 16,818 40.2% | 24,455 66,331
TOTAL| 80,802 12.4% 572,403 87.6% | 163931 [ 817,136

*Preliminary reporting
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation ClaimsFile as of March 20, 2000
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Table 1.2

Distribution of Cases by Disability Type and Injury Year (1990-1999)

Disability Type 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997+ 1998* 1999* Total

Temporary Partial

Number of Cases 1,351 1,921 2,746 3,853 5,064 6,691 8,315 10,271 9,951 7,945 58,108

Percent of Total 1.4% 2.2% 3.2% 4.6% 6.1% 84%  10.5% 12.9% 133% 12.0% 7.1%
Temporary Total

Number of Cases 64,891 57,391 54,688 53367 43490 39,100 36,095 34,903 34,106 26,579 444,610

Percent of Total 67.2% 657% 63.8% 63.1% 52.6%  49.0%  45.4% 43.7% 45.7%  40.1% 54.4%
Subtotal: Temporary Disabilities

Number of Cases 66,242 59,312 57,434 57,220 48,554 45,791 44,410 45,174 44,057 34,524 502,718

Percent of Total 68.6% 67.9% 67.0% 67.6% 58.7% 57.4% 55.8% 56.5% 59.1% 52.0% 61.5%
Permanent Impair ment Only

Number of Cases 1,297 1,008 1,031 763 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,099

Percent of Total 1.3% 1.2% 1.2% 0.9% 0.5%
W age Loss Only

Number of Cases 13,325 11,966 11,327 10,823 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 47,441

Percent of Total 13.8% 13.7% 132% 12.8% 5.8%
W age Loss & Perm. Impair ment

Number of Cases 326 266 265 251 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,108

Percent of Total 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1%
Impair ment Income

Number of Cases N/A N/A N/A N/A 20,966 20,734 21,021 20,054 14,318 4,574 101,667

Percent of Total 25.3% 26.0% 26.4% 25.1% 19.2% 6.9% 12.4%
Supplemental Income

Number of Cases N/A N/A N/A N/A 39 35 16 7 0 1 98

Percent of Total 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Subtotal: Permanent Partial Disabilities

Number of Cases 14,948 13,240 12,623 11,837 21,005 20,769 21,037 20,061 = 14,318 4,575 154,413

Percent of Total 15.5% 15.1% 14.7% 14.0% 25.4% 26.1% 26.4% 25.1% 19.2% 6.9% 18.9%
Permanent Total

Number of Cases 1,810 1,734 1,536 1,371 1,293 1,065 956 608 161 29 10,563

Percent of Total 1.9% 2.0% 1.8% 1.6% 1.6% 1.3% 1.2% 0.8% 0.2% 0.0% 1.3%
Death

Number of Cases 408 316 297 399 392 430 364 334 250 169 3,359

Percent of Total 0.4% 0.4% 0.3% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5% 0.4% 0.3% 0.3% 0.4%
Settled, No Indemnity Recor ded

Number of Cases 4,773 5,051 5,822 6,468 4,745 4,595 4,464 4,402 2,932 526 43,778

Percent of Total 4.9% 5.8% 6.8% 7.6% 5.7% 5.8% 5.6% 5.5% 3.9% 0.8% 5.4%
Lost Time, No Indemnity Recor ded

Number of Cases 8,352 7,744 8,036 7,325 6,756 7,077 8,337 9,319 12,851 26,508 102,305

Percent of Total 8.7% 8.9% 9.4% 8.7% 8.2% 8.9% 10.5% 11.7% 17.2%  40.0% 12.5%
Total Number of Cases 96,533 87,397 85,748 84,620 82,745 79,727 79,568 79,898 74,569 66,331 817,136

Total Percent 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

*Preliminary Reporting
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation ClaimsFile as of March 20, 2000
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1999 Distribution of Lost-Time Cases and Employment by Florida County*

Table 1.3

Cases
County Lost-Time Cases Average Employment as % of

Number  Percent Number Percent | Employment
Alachua 844 1.3 103,055 1.46% 0.82%
Baker 61 0.10% 8,331 0.12% 0.73%
Bay 645 1.05% 61,898 0.87% 1.04%
Bradford 76 0.12% 9,293 0.13% 0.82%
Brevard 1,639 2.67% 198,321 2.80% 0.83%
Broward 5,552 9.04% 739,217 10.44% 0.75%
Calhoun 46 0.07% 4,568 0.06% 1.01%
Charlotte 435 0.71% 45,390 0.64% 0.96%
Citrus 357 0.58% 33547 0.47% 1.06%
Clay 358 0.58% 67,849 0.96% 0.53%
Collier 1,385 2.26% 90,114 127% 1.54%
Columbia 165 0.27% 23,383 0.33% 0.71%
Dade 8,298 13.52% 984,468 13.90% 0.84%
DeSoto 177 0.2% 8,025 0.11% 2.21%
Dixie 39 0.06% 3537 0.05% 1.10%
Duval 3,290 5.36% 370,030 5.22% 0.89%
Escambia 1,019 1.66% 116,589 1.65% 0.87%
Fagler 163 0.27% 16,582 0.23% 0.98%
Franklin 27 0.04% 4,566 0.06% 0.59%
Gadsden 205 0.33% 18,912 0.27% 1.08%
Gilchrist 56 0.0%% 4,273 0.06% 1.31%
Gades 26 0.04% 3453 0.05% 0.75%
aulf 37 0.06% 4,746 0.07% 0.78%
Hamilton 44 0.07% 3145 0.04% 1.40%
Hardee 127 0.21% 8,205 0.12% 1.55%
Hendry 200 0.33% 13,663 0.19% 1.46%
Hernando 401 0.65% 46,189 0.65% 0.87%
Highlands 339 0.55% 24,116 0.34% 1.41%
Hillsborough 4516 7.36% 532,012 7.51% 0.85%
Holmes 46 0.07% 6,269 0.09% 0.73%
Indian River 549 0.8%% 41,668 0.59% 1.32%
Jackson 243 0.40% 16,544 0.23% 1.47%
Jefferson 24 0.04% 4,700 0.07% 0.51%
Lafayette 29 0.05% 2,964 0.04% 0.98%
Lake 746 1.22% 88,154 1.24% 0.85%

Cases
County Lost-Time Cases Average Employment as % of

Number  Percent Number Percent | Employment
Lee 1879 3.06% 175372 2.48% 1.07%
Leon 766 125% 126,535 1.7% 0.61%
Levy % 0.16% 12,125 0.17% 0.79%
Liberty 27 0.04% 2,145 0.03% 1.26%
Madison 69 0.11% 6,902 0.10% 1.00%
Manatee 1,069 1.74% 118,646 1.68%) 0.90%
Marion 1,300 2.12% 94,603 1.34%) 1.37%
Martin 469 0.76% 45,682 0.65% 1.03%
Monroe 399 0.65% 45,085 0.64% 0.88%
Nassau 190 0.31% 27,304 0.3% 0.70%
Okaloosa 496 0.81% 77,891 1.10% 0.64%
Okeechobee 168 0.27% 14,634 0.21% 1.15%
Orange 5,483 8.93% 477,542 6.74%) 1.15%
Osceola 534 0.87% 81,140 1.15%) 0.66%
Palm Beach 4,132 6.73% 481,071 6.79%) 0.86%
Pasco 845 1.38% 131,716 1.86%) 0.64%
Pinellas 2975 4.85% 458,582 6.48% 0.65%
Polk 2,046 3.33% 190575 2.69% 1.07%
Putnam 252 0.41% 26,533 0.37% 0.95%
<. Johns 518 0.84% 58,540 0.83% 0.88%
<. Lucie 761 1.24% 70,509 1.00%) 1.08%
Santa Rosa 252 0.41% 50,160 0.71% 0.50%
Sarasota 1332 2.17™% 149,277 2.11%) 0.89%
Seminole 1,001 163% 211,321 2.98% 0.47%
Sunter 135 0.2% 13,968 0.20% 0.97%
Suwannee 121 0.20% 12,942 0.18% 0.93%
Taylor 102 0.17% 6,801 0.10% 1.50%
Union 70 0.11% 3,391 0.05% 2.06%
Volusia 1,445 2.35% 168,983 2.39%) 0.86%
Wakulla 42 0.07% 10,622 0.15% 0.40%
Walton 156 0.25% 14,736 0.21% 1.06%
Washington 0 0.15% 9,224 0.13% 0.98%
FLORIDA 61,384  100.00%| 7,082,333  100.00% 0.87%
Out of State 656 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Unknown 4,291 N/A N/A N/A N/A

*1999 annual average employment released March 2, 2000. Lost-time claims represent preliminary reporting.
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation Claims File asof March 20, 2000, and Local AreaUnemployment Statistics
Program, Office of Labor Market Statistics, FloridaDepartment of Labor and Employment Security
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EZFigure @j

Florida’s Ten Highest and Ten Lowest Rates of
1999 Lost-Time Cases*
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Gadsden Leon [l Jefferson B Mmadison
Calhoun Hamilion Baker Duval
Suwannee
Wakulla Columbia
Gulf Liberty Taylor Clay
Lafayette Union St. Johns
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Dixie Alachua Putnam
Gilchrist
Flagler
Levy 9
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Volusia
Citrus sumter [ Lake
Seminole Brevard
Hernando
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Polk Osceola
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ér Hardee St. Lucie
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- . . DeSoto
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Palm Beach
L I
ee Hendry
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Y:
*1999 annual average employment released March 2, 2000. Lost-time claims represent preliminary reporting.

Source: Division of Workers' Compensation Claims File asof March 20, 2000, and Local AreaUnemployment Statistics
Program, Office of Labor Market Statistics, Florida Department of L abor and Employment Security
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Table 1.4

Lost-Time Injuries by Industry and Injury Year (1990-1999)

Major Industry Division 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997* 1998* 1999*
Agriculture, Forestry, & Fishing 256% 2.33% 234% 224% 213% 235% 2.26% 2.03% 1.80% 1.40%
Mining 159% 1.77% 233% 273% 194% 162% 190% 2.02% 1.97% 2.09%
Construction 4.66% 4.07% 3.84% 355% 3.42% 3.19% 2.99% 2.82% 2.40% 1.98%
M anufacturing 212% 1.86% 1.72% 160% 163% 156% 156% 1.46% 1.25% 1.11%
Transportation & Public Utilities 253% 232% 214% 214% 211% 1.92% 1.95% 1.74% 1.81% 1.55%
W holesale Trade 152% 140% 1.21% 1.09% 1.09% 1.10% 1.03% 0.96% 0.89% 0.73%
Retail Trade 159% 152% 1.38% 1.26% 1.22% 1.06% 0.99% 0.96% 0.90% 0.77%
Finance, Insurance, & Real Estate  1.22% 1.15% 1.00% 0.81% 0.79% 0.73% 0.67% 0.48% 043% 0.33%
Services & State/Local Government 1.31% 1.26% 1.22% 1.12% 1.08% 1.04% 1.02% 1.00% 0.87% 0.73%
Total 1.79% 1.64% 1.60% 151% 1.42% 1.33% 1.29% 1.25% 1.11% 0.97%

*Preliminary reporting
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation ClaimsFile as of March 20, 2000, and ES-202 Employment and WageFile,
Office of Labor Market Statistics, FloridaDepartment of Labor and Employment Security
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Table 1.5

Lost-Time Injuries by Gender of Claimant and Injury Year

(1990-1999)
Female Male Total

Injury Number Percent of Number Percent of | Missing | Number
Year of Cases Total of Cases Total Data of Cases
1990 28,143 29.4% 67,502 70.6% 838 96,533
1991 28,726 32.9% 58,648 67.1% 23 87,397
1992 29,092 34.0% 56,572 66.0% 4 85,748
1993 28,372 33.5% 56,240 66.5% 8 84,620
194 27,858 3B.7% 54,886 66.3% 1 82,745
1995 27,054 33.9% 52,672 66.1% 1 79,727
199 26,845 3B.7% 52,722 66.3% 1 79,568
1997+ 27,258 34.1% 52,633 65.9% 7 79,898
1998* 25,533 34.2% 49,032 65.8% 4 74,569
1999* 22,036 3B.2% 44,276 66.8% 19 66,331
Total 270,917 33.2% 545,183 66.8% 1,036 817,136

*Preliminary reporting
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation ClaimsFile asof March 20, 2000

C:Figure 1.3@3

Median Age of Injured Workers (1990 - 1999)
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* Preliminary reporting
Source: Division of Workers Compensation Claims File as of March 20, 2000
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~ Table 1.6
Lost-Time Cases by Claimant Age and Injury Year (1990-1999)

Age Group
Year 14-17 1819 20-29 30-39 4049 5059 60-69 70 +| Missing | TOTAL
Data

1990  Number of Cases 9%67 2825 24658 26369 16,869 9,921 3727 536 10661 | 96,533
Per cent of Total 1.0% 29% 2565% 271.3% 175%  10.3% 3.9% 0.6% 11.0%

1991  Number of Cases 707 2288 21923 25253 16,503 9,588 3,625 507 7,003 | 87,397
Per cent of Total 0.8% 26% 251% 289% 189% 11.0% 4.1% 0.6% 8.0%

1992  Number of Cases 646 2055 20572 24979 16,838 9,707 3,406 535 7,010 | 85748
Per cent of Total 0.8% 24% 240% 291% 196% 11.3% 4.0% 0.6% 8.2%

1993  Number of Cases 655 1839 19155 24765 17,045 9,753 3490 569 7,349 | 84,620
Per cent of Total 0.8% 2%  226% 203% 201% 115% 4.1% 0.7% 8.7%

1994  Number of Cases 605 1839 18334 25328 18070 10,547 3,554 623 3795 | 82745
Per cent of Total 0.7% 23% 22% 306% 21.8% 127% 4.3% 0.8% 4.6%

1995  Number of Cases 567 1727 17,080 24171 18194 10504 3542 679 3263 | 79,727
Per cent of Total 0.7% 22% 214% 303% 228% 132% 4.4% 0.9% 4.1%

1996  Number of Cases 630 1730 1591 23861 19059 10,807 3,607 783 3130 | 79,568
Per cent of Total 0.8% 22% 201% 300% 240% 13.6% 45% 1.0% 3.9%

1997*  Number of Cases 589 1758 15549 23426 19461 11402 3714 744 3255 | 79,898
Per cent of Total 0.7% 22% 195% 293% 244% 143% 4.6% 0.9% 4.1%

1998*  Number of Cases 568 1665 14137 21,073 18771 11,309 3,563 810 2673 | 74569
Per cent of Total 0.8% 22% 190% 283% 252% 152% 4.8% 11% 3.6%

1999*  Number of Cases 549 1652 12681 18323 16876 10,147 3,348 840 1915| 66,331
Per cent of Total 0.8% 25% 191% 276% 254%  153% 5.0% 1.3% 2.9%

Total  Number of Cases 6483 19428 180,050 237,548 177,686 103685 35576 6,626 50,04 | 817,136
Per cent of Total 0.8% 24% 20% 201% 217% 127% 4.4% 0.8% 6.1%

*Preliminary reporting
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation Claims File as of March 20, 2000
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QFigure 1.1;3

The Most Frequently Injured Parts of the Body in 1999*

Head (3.4%)
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Lower Extremities(25.5%)

Miscellaneous (15.9%)

*Preliminary reporting
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation ClaimsFile as of March 20, 2000
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Table 1.7

Lost-Time Cases by Injured Body Part and Injury Year (1990-1999)

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994

Body Part # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of

Cases Tota Cases Tota Cases Total Cases Total Cases Total
Head 2,927 3.0% 2,647 3.0% 2,589 3.0% 2,520 3.0% 2,586 31%
Neck 746 0.8% 308 0.4% 445 0.5% 1,240 1.5% 1,288 1.6%
Upper Extremities 20416  21.1% | 18458 21.1% | 17963 209% | 19147 226% | 19693 23.8%
Trunk 4,847 5.0% 4,408 5.0% 4,551 5.3% 5,854 6.9% 5,453 6.6%
Lower Extremities 21,633 224% | 19,938 228% | 19006 222% | 18741 221% | 18517 224%
Back Injury 23756  246% | 22859 262% | 22000 257% | 20,036 23.7% | 19,097 23.1%
Multiple Body Parts 18,184 18.8% 17,482 20.0% 17,805 20.8% 17,082 20.2% 16,111 19.5%
Missing Data 4,024 4.2% 1,297 1.5% 1,389 1.6% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Total 96,533 100% 87,397 100% 85,748 100% 84,620 100% 82,745 100%

1995 1996 1997* 1998* 1999* 1990-1999

Body Part # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of

Cases Total Cases Total Cases Total Cases Total Cases Total Cases Total
Head 2,688 3.4% 2,608 3.3% 2,701 3.4% 2513 3.4% 2,259 3.4% 26,038 3.2%
Neck 1,143 1.4% 1,156 1.5% 1,103 1.4% 1,024 1.4% 933 1.4% 9,386 1.1%
Upper Extremities 19881 249% | 20533 258% | 21,071 264% | 19938 26.7% | 17598 265% | 194,698 23.8%
Trunk 5,395 6.8% 5,505 6.9% 5,658 7.1% 5514 7.4% 4,959 7.5% 52,144 6.4%
Lower Extremities 17978 225% | 18389 231% | 18901  23.7% | 18313 24.6% | 16901 255% | 183317 23.0%
Back Injury 17,875 2.4% 17,218 21.6% 16,661 20.9% 14,948 20.0% 13,134 19.8% | 187,584 23.0%
Multiple Body Parts 14,767 185% | 14,159 17.8% | 13,803 173% | 12319 165% | 10547 159% | 152,259 18.6%
Missing Data 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 6,710 0.8%
Total 79,727 100% 79,568 100% 79,898 100% 74,569 100% 66,331 100% 817,136 100%

*Preliminary reporting
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation Claims Fileas of March 20, 2000
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" Table 1.8
Lost-Time Cases by Cause of Injury and Injury Year (1990-1999)

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
Cause of Injury #of %of | #of %of | #of %of | #of %of | #of %of
Cases Total [Cases Total |Cases Total [Cases Tota |Cases Total

Burn/Scald-Heat/Col d Exp. 1370 14% [1096 13% (1317 15% (1956 23% |1760 21%
Caught in or Between 3673 38% [2987 34% | 2506 29% (2268 27% | 2341 28%
Cut, Punctur e, Scrape 27 00% | 48 01% | 325 04% (3392 4.0% | 3,700 45%
Fall or SlipInjury 20971 21.7% |18,840 21.6% [18,689 21.8% |21,658 25.6% 20,970 25.3%
Motor Vehicle 3856 4.0% [3389 39% [3420 4.0% (3910 4.6% | 4172 50%
Strain or Sprain 35908 37.29% (36,131 41.3% (35252 41.1% |31,219 36.9% |30,516 36.9%
Striking Against/Stepping On | 7419 7.7% | 6371 7.3% |5319 62% |3651 4.3% | 3160 38%
Struck or Injured By 12,077 125% (10444 12.0% | 9996 11.7% | 9,069 10.7% | 8,735 10.6%
Rubbed or Abraded By 0 00% 0 00% 2 00%| 4 00%| 4 0%
Miscellaneous Causes 742 77% (7114 81% | 7953 93% |7493 89% | 7,387 89%
Missing Data 3810 39% [ 977 11% | 989 11% | O 00% | O 0.0%

Total 96,533 100.0%87,397 100.0%|85,748 100.0%|84,620 100.0%| 82,745 100.0%

1995 1996 1997* 1998* 1999* 1990 - 1999
Cause of Injury #of %of | #of %of | #of %of | #of %of | #of %of | #of %of
Cases Total [Cases Total |Cases Total [Cases Total |Cases Total | Cases Total

Burn/Scald-Heat/Cold Exp. 1794 23% [1658 21% (1624 20% |1485 20% | 1297 20% | 15357 1.9%
Caught in or Between 2441 31% [2301 29% |2248 28% (2261 3.0% | 2222 33% | 25248 31%
Cut, Punctur e, Scrape 4083 51% |4002 50% |4102 51% |3925 53% | 3652 55% | 27,256 33%
Fall or SlipInjury 20,375 25.6% |20,428 25.7% |20,860 26.1% |19,475 26.1% |17,612 26.6% | 199,878 24.5%
Motor Vehicle 4237 53% (4131 52% (3919 4.9% |3633 4.9% | 3031 4.6% | 37698 4.6%
Strain or Sprain 29,285 36.7% |29,980 37.7% 30,272 37.9% |27,242 36.5% |23,633 35.6% | 309,438 37.9%
Striking Against/Stepping On | 2969 3.7% | 2846 36% |2653 33% |2383 32% [ 1960 30% | 38731 47%
Struck or Injured By 8309 104% [ 8720 11.0% | 8748 10.9% (8,742 11.7% | 7,923 11.9% | 92,763 11.4%
Rubbed or Abraded By 2 00% | 28 00% | 8 01% | 179 02% | 123 02% | 43 01%
Miscellaneous Causes 6222 7.8% [5474 69% |5389 6.7% (5244 7.0% | 4878 74% | 64576 7.9%
Missing Data 0 00% 0 00% 0 00%| O 00%| O 00% | 5756 0.7%

Total 79,727 100.0%(79,568 100.0% (79,898 100.0%|74,569 100.0%]| 66,331 100.0%| 817,136 100.0%

*Preliminary reporting

Source: Division of Workers' Compensation Claims Fileas of March 20, 2000
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Table 1.9 |

Lost-Time Cases by Nature of Injury and Injury Year (1990-1999)

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
Natureof Injury # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of
Cases  Totad Cases  Totd Cases  Totd Cases  Totd Cases  Totd

Amputation 519 0.5% 557 0.6% 486 0.6% 464 0.5% 473 0.6%
Burn 1,507 1.6% 1,413 1.6% 1,328 1.5% 1,326 1.6% 1,232 1.5%
Concussion 316 0.3% 211 0.2% 193 0.2% 230 0.3% 199 0.2%
Contusion 6,983 7.2% 5,871 6.7% 5,972 7.0% | 11,533 13.6% 9,893 12.0%
Crushing 1,119 1.2% 699 0.8% 714 0.8% 614 0.7% 618 0.7%
Didlocation 791 0.8% 608 0.7% 593 0.7% 571 0.7% 486 0.6%
Electric Shock 169 0.2% 162 0.2% 140 0.2% 159 0.2% 138 0.2%
Fracture 7,387 7.7% 6,275 7.2% 5,924 6.9% 6,063 7.2% 5,912 7.1%
Hearing Loss, Traumatic 81 0.1% 85 0.1% 61 0.1% 28 0.0% 24 0.0%
Heat Prostration 32 0.0% 24 0.0% 27 0.0% 34 0.0% 22 0.0%
Hernia 1,860 1.9% 1,637 1.9% 1,660 1.9% 1,669 2.0% 1,559 1.9%
Infection 597 0.6% 412 0.5% 295 0.3% 253 0.3% 257 0.3%
Laceration 6,859 7.1% 5,518 6.3% 5,096 5.9% 4,950 5.8% 4,834 5.8%
Myocardial Infarction 97 0.1% 78 0.1% 82 0.1% 99 0.1% 106 0.1%
Puncture 1,115 1.2% 965 1.1% 903 1.1% 1,061 1.3% 1,021 1.2%
Sprain/Strain 37,806 39.2% | 27,640 31.6% | 31,144 36.3% | 42,532 50.3% | 39,707 48.0%
Vision Loss 8 0.0% 7 0.0% 16 0.0% 61 0.1% 33 0.0%
Other Leading Injuries 23957 248% | 32,751 375% | 28,282 33.0% | 10,485 124% | 14,209 17.2%
Occupational Diseases 1,293 1.3% 1,433 1.6% 1,683 2.0% 1,973 2.3% 1,787 2.2%
All Other Injuries 30 0.0% 60 0.1% 187 0.2% 497 0.6% 202 0.2%
Multiple Injuries 7 0.0% 6 0.0% 6 0.0% 18 0.0% 30 0.0%
Missing Data 4,000 4.1% 985 1.1% 956 1.1% 0 0.0% 3 0.0%
TOTAL 96,533 100.0% | 87,397 100.0% | 85,748 100.0% | 84,620 100.0% | 82,745 100.0%
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Table 1.9 |

Lost-Time Cases by Nature of Injury and Injury Year (1990-1999)

1995 1996 1997* 1998* 1999* 1990-1999
Natur e of Injury # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of # of % of
Cases Total Cases Total Cases Totd Cases Totd Cases Totd Cases Tota

Amputation B4 05% 3H9 05% 400 05% 325 04% 3B1  05% 4278  05%
Burn 119 15% 1139 14% 1160 15% 1048 14% 1,027 15% 12376 15%
Concussion 180 02% 175 02% 168  0.2% 163  02% 165 02% 2000 0.2%
Contusion 8811 11.1% 9460 11.9% 9460 11.8% 8579 11.5% 7352 11.1% 83914 10.3%
Crushing 640 0.8% 620 0.8% 675 08% 605 0.8% 593  0.9% 6,897 0.8%
Dislocation 549 0.7% 554  0.7% 517  0.6% 530 0.7% 495  0.7% 5694  0.7%
Blectric Shock 170 02% 161 02% 162  02% 144  02% 119 02% 1524 02%
Fracture 5998 75% 5897  74% 5638 7.1% 5457  7.3% 5161 7.8% 59,712  7.3%
Hearing Loss, Traumatic 18 00% 2  00% B 0.0% 42 01% 2 00% 418 01%
Heat Prostration 39 0% 21 0.0% 28 0.0% 4  01% 19 00% 290 0.0%
Hernia 1613 20% 1456  18% 1358 17% 1210 16% 1115 17% 15137 1%
Infection 266 0.3% 204  03% 176 02% 176 02% 176 03% 2812 0.3%
Laceration 4855  6.1% 488  61% 5021 6.3% 5062 6.8% 4763  7.2% 51,843 6.3%
Myocardial Infar ction 115 01% 131 02% NV 01% 70  01% 3B 0% 01 01%
Puncture 102 13% A9 12% 21 12% 788  11% 837 13% 9582 12%
Sprain/Strain 37,207 467% | 35905 451% | 34544 4329% | 31,930 428% | 28433 42.9% | 346848 42.4%
Vision Loss 2  00% 15 00% 13 00% 4 00% 7 00% 186 0.0%
Other Leading Injuries 14629 183% | 15583 196% | 17,305 21.7% | 15867 21.3% | 13199 199% | 186,267 22.8%
Occupational Diseases 1807 23% 1751 22% 1642 21% 1424 19% 1026 15% 15819 1%
All Other Injuries 182  02% 196 02% 218 0.3% 155 02% 148 02% 1875 02%
Multiple Injuries 443 01% 9  01% 360 05% 912  12% 1291 19% 2752  0.3%
Missing Data 1 00% 6 00% 7 00% A 0.0% 19 00% 6011 0.7%
TOTAL 79,727 100.0% | 79,568 100.0% | 79,898 100.0% | 74,569 100.0% | 66,331 100.0% | 817,136 100.0%

*Preliminary reporting

Source: Division of Workers' Compensation Claims Fileas of March 20, 2000
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Florida Workers'
Compensation

AR 2000 Statistical Supplement

Table 1.10

Permanent Impairment Rating by Disability Type and
Injury Year (1990-1999)

Disability Type/ 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
Impair ment Rating Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent
Per manent Impair ment Only
1-10 215 16.6% 201 19.9% 275 26.7% 318 41.7% N/A
11-19 56 4.3% 56 5.6% 7 7.5% 58 7.6%
20-39 19 15% 23 2.3% 25 24% 28 3.7%
40 and above 3 0.2% 2 0.2% 1 0.1% 1 0.1%
No Rating Provided 1,004 774% 726 72.0% 653 63.3% 358 46.9%
Average Impairment Rating 89 89 79 73
Median Impairment Rating 7.0 6.0 55 50
Wage Loss Only
1-10 1,659 12.5% 2,612 218% 4465 39.4% 5,158 47.7% N/A
11-19 673 51% 1,079 9.0% 1,651 14.6% 1,307 12.1%
20-39 216 1.6% 304 2.5% 363 3.2% 243 2.2%
40 and above 12 0.1% 30 0.3% 21 0.2% 22 0.2%
No Rating Provided 10,765 80.8% 7,941 66.4% 4827 26% 4093 37.8%
Average Impairment Rating 10.1 99 91 82
Median Impairment Rating 9.0 9.0 80 7.0
Wage Loss & Per manent Impair ment
1-10 28 8.6% 30 11.3% 58 21.9% 85 33.9% N/A
11-19 12 3.7% 28 10.5% 30 11.3% 32 12.7%
20-39 10 31% 18 6.8% 21 7% 23 9.2%
40 and above 1 0.3% 2 0.8% 3 1.1% 0 0.0%
No Rating Provided 275 84.4% 188 70.7% 153 57.7% 111 44.2%
Average Impairment Rating 119 14.0 12.7 111
Median Impairment Rating 100 110 100 9.0
Impair ment Income
1-10 N/A N/A N/A N/A 14,204 67.7%
11-19 1,919 9.2%
20-39 371 1.8%
40 and above 32 0.2%
No Rating Provided 4,440 21.2%
Average Impairment Rating 6.6
M edian Impairment Rating 5.0
Supplemental Income
1-10 N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0.0%
11-19 0 0.0%
20-39 22 56.4%
40 and above 1 2.6%
No Rating Provided ** 16 41.0%
Average Impairment Rating 205
Median Impairment Rating 21.0
Per manent Total
1-10 163 9.0% 237 13.7% 267 17.4% 324 23.6% 344 26.6%
11-19 132 7.3% 230 13.3% 278 18.1% 197 14.4% 182 14.1%
20-39 116 6.4% 161 9.3% 161 10.5% 144 10.5% 106 82%
40 and above 31 1.7% 30 17% 39 2.5% 36 2.6% 39 3.0%
No Rating Provided 1,368 75.6% 1,076 62.1% 791 515% 670 48.9% 622 48.1%
Average Impairment Rating 17.2 16.3 16.1 152 145
M edian Impairment Rating 140 140 130 110 100
Death
1-10 4 1.0% 9 2.8% 17 5.7% 17 4.3% 21 54%
11-19 4 1.0% 1 0.3% 2 0.7% 7 18% 1 0.3%
20-39 0 0.0% 1 0.3% 1 0.3% 3 0.8% 1 0.3%
40 and above 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 0.3% 1 0.3% 1 0.3%
No Rating Provided 400 98.0% 305 96.5% 276 92.9% 371 93.0% 368 93.9%
Average Impairment Rating 99 89 115 116 92
Median Impairment Rating 110 7.0 7.0 6.5 7.0
Total
Average Impairment Rating 110 108 9.8 838 7.0
M edian Impairment Rating 10.0 9.0 9.0 7.0 6.0
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Table 1.10

Permanent Impairment Rating by Disability Type and
Injury Year (1990-1999)

Disability Type/ 1995 1996 1997+ 1998* 1999* 1990-99
Impair ment Rating Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Per cent
Per manent Impair ment Only

1-10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

11-19

20-39

40 and above

No Rating Provided
Average Impairment Rating 81
M edian Impairment Rating 6.0
Wage Loss Only

1-10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

11-19

20-39

40 and above

No Rating Provided
Average Impairment Rating 91
M edian Impairment Rating 80
Wage Loss & Permanent Impair ment

1-10 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

11-19

20-39

40 and above

No Rating Provided
Average Impairment Rating 123
M edian Impairment Rating 100
Impair ment Income

1-10 14718 71.0% 15826 753% 15829 789% 11,819 825% 3,759 822%

11-19 1830 88% 1666 79% 1225 61% 606 42% 75 16%

20-39 320 15% 288 1.4% 234 12% 93 0.7% 12 03%

40 and above 28 01% 39 0% 17 01% 14 01% 0 00%

No Rating Provided 3838 185% 3203 152% 2,749 137% 1,786 125% 728 15.9%
Average Impairment Rating 6.4 6.1 56 49 40 59
M edian Impairment Rating 5.0 5.0 50 40 3.0 5.0
Supplemental Income

1-10 0 00% 0 00% 0 00% NA 0 00%

11-19 0 00% 0 00% 0 00% 0 00%

20-39 2 62.9% 6 37.5% 3 42.9% 0 00%

40 and above 0 00% 0 00% 0 00% 0 00%

No Rating Provided* * 13 37.1% 10 625% 4 57.1% 1 100.0%
Average Impairment Rating 201 16.1 182 N/A 195
M edian Impairment Rating 205 170 200 N/A | 210
Per manent Total

1-10 300 28.2% 240 251% 157 258% 51 31.7% 4 138%

11-19 142 13.3% 133 139% 66 10.9% 17 10.6% 0 00%

20-39 9% 8% 58 6.1% 3B 58% 7 43% 1 34%

40 and above 20 1% 29 30% 11 18% 4 25% 0 00%

No Rating Provided 508 47.7% 496 51.9% 339 558% 82 50.9% 24 82.8%
Average Impairment Rating 136 14.7 134 126 72| 152
M edian Impairment Rating 100 100 90 9.0 50| 120
Death

1-10 25 58% 20 55% 20 6.0% 11 44% 1 06%

11-19 5 12% 2 0.5% 1 03% 2 08% 0 00%

20-39 2 05% 1 03% 0 00% 0 00% 0 00%

40 and above 1 02% 0 00% 1 03% 0 00% 0 00%

No Rating Provided 397 R2.3% 341 937% 312 934% 237 948% 168 994%
Average Impairment Rating 9.0 6.8 10.3 7.0 50 95
Median Impairment Rating 5.0 50 6.5 6.0 50 6.0
Total
Average Impairment Rating 6.6 6.3 57 5.0 40 6.9
M edian Impairment Rating 50 50 50 4.0 30 50

*Preliminary reporting
**|ncludes cases erroneously reported as less than 20% impairment, statutorily ineligible for Supplemental Income benefits.
Source: Division of Workers' Compensation Claims Fileas of March 20, 2000.
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