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The Alligator Reef Lighthouse is located in the 
waters off the southern end of the Upper 
Matacumbe Key in the Florida Keys.  Alligator 
Reef was named in remembrance of the USS 
Alligator, a 12-gun schooner that protected 
against piracy and illegal slave trade activities.  
In 1822, following a heated battle, the ship 
was destroyed after it ran aground off the 
coast of Florida. 
 
A lighthouse was suggested for the area in 
1857 but funding was not available until 1870 
because of other more critical lighthouse 
projects and the start of the Civil War.  Pilings 
were driven into the reef to support a white 
octagonal pyramid skeletal tower enclosing a 
stair cylinder, which provided safe passage to 
the lamp. The Lighthouse Keeper’s dwelling 
was built on the platform at the base of the 
lighthouse.  Paulding Kemble completed 
construction of the 150-foot tall skeletal iron 
tower in 1873 for a total cost of $185,000. 
 
The structure was first lit on November 23, 
1873.  The original beacon, created by a 
revolving first order Fresnal lens, consisted of 
five white flashes and one red flash every 30 
seconds.  The lens was eventually replaced 
with a 190mm rotating plastic optic.  Alligator 
Reef Lighthouse remains active and is 
operated by the United States Coast Guard.  
The structure is accessible only by boat and is 
not open to the public. 
 



 
Anclote Keys Lighthouse 

 

References:  The Florida Lighthouse Association, http://www.floridalighthouses.org; 
Anclote Key Lighthouse Page, Web Master: Garrett Pence, http://www.anclotekey.com; 
Florida Lighthouse Page, Web Master: Neil Hurley, http://users.erols.com/lthouse/home.htm; 
Florida Maritime Trail, Florida Division of Historical Resources, http://dhr.dos.state.fl.us/maritime/lighthouses 

 
Photo courtesy of Florida State Archives  

 
 
The Anclote Keys are located just off the west coast of Florida at the mouth of the Anclote River 
in the Gulf of Mexico.  The Anclote Keys Lighthouse was first lit on September 15, 1887.  The site 
of this lighthouse was chosen carefully, making it one of the few Florida lighthouses that has not 
been moved or relocated.  The lighthouse is 96 feet high and has a square pyramidal skeletal 
frame built of iron.  The original third order Fresnel lens beacon consisted of a white flashing light, 
but in 1963 the lighthouse was converted from gas to electricity. 
 
The lighthouse keeper and his assistant lived in identical dwellings built approximately fifty feet 
from the base of the tower.  In addition to the houses and tower, the lighthouse grounds consist of 
an oil storage house, a storeroom, and a chicken coop.  The lighthouse was inactivated in 1985, 
but the grounds and the tower are maintained by the State of Florida.  Anclote Keys Lighthouse is 
not currently open to the public. 
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Located inside the Kennedy Space 
Center, the current Cape Canaveral 
Lighthouse is the second of two 
lighthouses built in the area.  Only 
the brick foundation remains of the 
first lighthouse, which was built in 
1848. 
 
The current lighthouse was originally 
completed in 1868, but was moved 
to its present location in 1893.  The 
tower is 145 feet high and is 
constructed of sheets of iron that 
have been bolted together.  The 
interior of the tower has fourteen 
levels that were originally intended to 
serve as storage and housing for the 
lighthouse keeper.  The exterior of 
the tower features wide bands that 
have been painted in alternating 
colors of black and white.  The 
original first order Fresnel lens used 
at the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse 
was restored and is displayed at the 
Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse 
Museum. 
 
Because of its location in NASA’s 
security zone, the Cape Canaveral 
Lighthouse is one of the most 
restricted lighthouses in the nation.  
The Cape Canaveral Lighthouse is 
not currently open to the public but 
can be observed on a bus tour of the 
Kennedy Space Center. 
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The Egmont Key Lighthouse marks the entrance to Tampa Bay and helps to guide ships into the 
Ports of Tampa and Saint Petersburg.  When constructed and lit in May 1848 for $10,000, it was 
the sole navigational light between Key West and Saint Marks. 
 
In 1858, due to erosion and storm damage, the original lighthouse was rebuilt and was moved 
inland approximately 90 feet.  The 76 foot tall white tower has a conical shape and is constructed 
of brick, concrete, and iron.  The original light was a third order Fresnel lens that flashed every 
fifteen seconds.  The top portion of the lighthouse was removed in 1944 and replaced with a more 
modern fixed white light that did not have to be enclosed.  The lighthouse was automated in 
1990, making this lighthouse one of the last lighthouses to be automated in the nation. 
 
The lighthouse is located on Egmont Key, which is a National Wildlife Refuge, and remains in 
service today as a functioning navigational device.  There are currently no tours of the lighthouse, 
but boat tours from the Egmont State Park to Egmont Key allow access to the lighthouse 
grounds. 
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The original Key West Lighthouse, 
built in 1825 near the island’s 
coastline on Whitehead Point, stood 
65 feet tall and was first lit in 1825.  
A hurricane destroyed the tower in 
1846 and a new lighthouse was 
constructed further inland to protect it 
from storms. 
 
The Key West Lighthouse has a 
distinctive black lantern atop a white-
washed conical brick tower.  First lit 
on January 15, 1848, the structure 
was increased to 86 feet in 1894 and 
is the fifteenth oldest surviving 
lighthouse in the nation.  In 1927, the 
lamp was converted from acetylenee 
gas to electricity. 
 
The Coast Guard deactivated the 
lighthouse as a navigational aid in 
1969. In 1972 the Key West Art and 
Historical Society leased the building 
and, following the addition of safety 
features, opened it to the public in 
1989.  Restoration of the Keeper’s 
quarters was completed in 1990.  
The Key West Lighthouse, museum, 
and gift shop are currently open to 
the public. 


